
Exercise 2 Preparation for and action after flight
Helicopter Familiarisation
Other Information

Pilots Operating Handbook

All helicopters have a Pilots Operating Handbook, it contains pertinent information for that particular helicopter including:

1. R44 General
2. R44 Limitations
3. Emergency Procedures
4. Normal Procedures
5. Performance
6. Weight & Balance
7. Systems Descriptions
8. Handling & Maintenance
9. Supplements
10. Safety Tips & Notices

Helicopter “Techlog”

All helicopters have a “Techlog”, it contains pertinent information for that particular helicopter including:

• Maintenance Statement, any previous and upcoming service requirements, with validity date
• Certificate of Airworthiness & ARC, with validity date
• Certificate of Registration
• Aircraft Radio Licence, with validity date
• Insurance Documentation, with validity date
• Noise Certificate
• Weight & Balance
• Technical Log Sheets, you will be shown how to complete these by your instructor

This is not an exhaustive list, but all the above must be checked in the Techlog before flight
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Flight Acceptance Procedures - Before & After flight

Depending on training organisation and local procedures there will be requirements to comply with before flight can take place. 
These may include:

• Notification to ATC, or “booking out”
• Completing training organisation paperwork
• Filing flight plan

There will also be local procedures to complete once returning from the flight. 

Equipment Required

Depending on the exercise each flight may also require additional equipment on board, which may also include:

• Maps & Charts
• Headsets
• Foggles

Seatbelt Operation
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Tail Rotor Pedal Adjustment
Pedals should be adjusted so that your feet rest on them and you still have full travel in both forward and backwards movement. 
BOTH pedals should be secured in the same position.

R44 POH:
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Checklists:

There are several checklists that must be used when flying the R44.  They are found in
R44 POH, Section 4, Normal Procedures:

• Daily or Pre-flight Checks (External & Internal)
Also note wind direction & velocity, and FOD or obstacles or dangers when starting rotors.
Including the location of external fire fighting equipment.
Any local procedures applicable to the location.

• Before Starting Engine (Internal)

• Starting Engine and Run Up, including Clutch engagement

• Shutdown Procedure
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Preparation for and action after 
flight – Common Errors

• Not setting tail rotor pedal position correctly
• Not checking the aircraft documentation before 

flight

© Jonathan Greenall, Balearic Helicopters, 2015


